EXCLUSIONS IN SAM:  WHAT SHOULD CONTRACTING PROFESSIONALS BE DOING AND WHAT SHOULD CONTRACT WRITING SYSTEMS (CWS) BE SHOWING?
Contracting professionals must review the details regarding an entity exclusion in SAM.  You cannot just do a search in SAM and say, ‘oh there’s an exclusion, I can’t award to this entity’.   Exclusions contain different ‘Effects’.  In some cases, you may be allowed to award to this entity, in others you are not.  It is, therefore, imperative that you read the details of the exclusion, especially the effect 
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An Exclusion does NOT always mean you shouldn’t award to an entity.  Look at the ‘Effect’ to determine what action you should take regarding the entity.  The Effect of the exclusion must be read by the contracts officer.
Contract Writing Systems or Bots that just bring back a YES or NO or Y/N flag for exclusions or debarment and suspension are incorrect.  The Effect of the exclusion must be read by the Contracting or Grants Officer.
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B EXCLUSION DETAILS

Nature (Cause)

Determined ineligible upon completion of administrative proceedings establishing by preponderance of
the evidence of a cause of a serious and compelling nature that it affects present responsibility; or
determined ineligible based on other regulation, statute, executive order or other legal authority.

Effect

Procurement:

Agencies shall not solicit offers from, award contracts to renew, place new orders with, or otherwise
extend the duration of current contracts, or consent to subcontracts in excess of $35,000 (other than
commercially available off-the-shelf items (COTS)), with these contractors unless the agency head (or
designee) determines in writing there is a compelling reason to do so.

Nonprocurement:

No agency in the Executive Branch shall enter into, renew, or extend primary or lower tier covered
transactions to a participant or principal determined ineligible unless the head of the awarding agency
grants a compelling reasons exception in writing. Additionally, agencies shall not make awards under
certain discretionary Federal assistance, loans, benefits (or contracts there under); nor shall an ineligible
person participate as a principal, including but not limited to, agent, consultant, or other person in a
position to handle, influence or control Federal funds, or occupying a technical or professional position
capable of substantially influencing the development or outcome of a funded activity; nor act as an agent
or representative of other participants in Federal assistance, loans and benefits programs. Contact the
award agency for questions regarding the extent of Nonprocurement transaction award ineligibility. The




