433.103 Protests to the agency.

(a) Actual or prospective bidders or offerors may file protests either with the HCA, as provided by
433.102(b), or with the contracting officer. Protesters who file protests with the HCA shall furnish a
complete copy to the contracting officer no later than 1 day after the protest is filed with the HCA.

(b) When a protest is received, the adjudicating official shall take prompt action towards resolution
and notify the protester in writing of the action taken. The written final decision shall include a
paragraph substantially as follows:

This decision shall be final and conclusive unless a further written notice of protest is filed with the
Government Accountability Office in accordance with 4 CFR part 21. Neither the filing of a protest
with USDA nor the filing of a protest with the Government Accountability Office affects your right to
file an action in a district court of the United States or the United States Court of Federal Claims.
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