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5101.693 Senior contracting official.

(1) A SCO, defined as a critical acquisition position in 10 U.S.C. 1735 and a key leadership position
in the DoDI 5000.66, must meet the additional position requirements listed in DoDI 5000.66, Table
1.

(2) SCOs will exercise procurement authority in accordance with the FAR and its supplements and
perform delegated HCA contracting authorities. Procurement authority is delegated by the HCA and
is not position dependent.

(3) The SCO, by virtue of the organizational position occupied, may execute command functions for
the contracting activity, but these functions are separate and distinct from procurement authority.

(4) SCOs will –

(i) Report directly to the HCA on all matters regarding procurement.

(ii) Be evaluated by the HCA for performance appraisals, as required by the DoDI 5000.66.

(iii) Minimize the potential for undue influence and protects contracting professionals from internal
or external pressure to perform improper actions.

5101.694-90 Program or Project-specific Senior contracting official.
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