
Rule 6. Pleadings

(a) Appellant—Within 30 days after receipt of notice of docketing of the appeal, the appellant shall
file with the Board a complaint setting forth simple, concise, and direct statements of each of its
claims. The complaint shall also set forth the basis, with appropriate reference to contract
provisions, of each claim and the dollar amount claimed, if any. This pleading shall fulfill the
generally recognized requirements of a complaint, although no particular form is required. Should
the complaint not be timely received, the appellant’s claim and notice of appeal may be deemed to
set forth its complaint if, in the opinion of the Board, the issues before the Board are sufficiently
defined, and the parties will be notified.

(b) Government—Within 30 days from receipt of the complaint, or the aforesaid notice from the
Board, the Government shall file with the Board an answer thereto. The answer shall admit or deny
the allegations of the complaint and shall set forth simple, concise, and direct statements of the
Government’s defenses to each claim asserted by the appellant, including any affirmative defenses.
Should the answer not be timely received, the Board may enter a general denial on behalf of the
Government, and the parties will be notified.

(c) Foreign Law—A party who intends to raise an issue concerning the law of a foreign country shall
give notice in its pleadings or other reasonable written notice. The Board, in determining foreign
law, may consider any relevant material or source, including testimony, whether or not submitted by
a party or admissible under Rules 10, 11, or 13. The determination of foreign law shall be treated as
a ruling on a question of law.

(d) Further Pleadings—The Board upon its own initiative or upon motion may order a party to make
a more definite statement of the complaint or answer, or to reply to an answer. The Board may
permit either party to amend its pleading upon conditions fair to both parties. When issues within
the proper scope of the appeal, but not raised by the pleadings, are tried by express or implied
consent of the parties, or by permission of the Board, they shall be treated in all respects as if they
had been raised therein. In such instances, motions to amend the pleadings to conform to the proof
may be entered, but are not required. If evidence is objected to at a hearing on the ground that it is
not within the issues raised by the pleadings, it may be admitted within the proper scope of the
appeal, provided however, that the objecting party may be granted an opportunity to meet such
evidence.
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